
Street Names 

 

The developer of Governor's Land named the streets in the community and submitted them to 
James City County and the United States Post Office for approval.  

Some streets were given “marketing names,” but the majority had historical significance. In 
some instances, little biographical information is available about the historical figures 
commemorated. However, taken together, the biographical sketches provide a picture of the 
settlers, their back grounds, their skills, and the challenges and conditions of life during the 
17th, 18th, and 19th centuries. 

Wingfield Road and Wingfield Close 

Captain Edwin Maria Wingfield was born in 1550 into a prominent family at Stonely Prior, East 
Anglia (England). He was one of ten children. His parents, Thomas Maria and Margaret 
Wingfield, were allowed to use “Maria” (Mary) as a middle name because Mary Tudor, sister 
of Henry VIII, was Thomas Wingfield’s godmother. 

As a young man, Wingfield attended school at Lincolns Inn, London. He later joined Queen 
Elizabeth I’s army, and served with valor during assignments in Ireland and the Netherlands. 

Captain Wingfield was an early stockholder in the Virginia Company. He was an organizer of 
the 1606 expedition to Jamestown, and was the only early settler to hold a land grant. He 
served as the first president of the Virginia Colony Council, but was deposed on September 10, 
1607 by the other six members. In 1608, he returned to England where he spent the remaining 
years before his death in 1614 attending to family affairs. His work for the Jamestown colony 
was not recognized until 300 years later. 

Thomas Smith Lane 

Sir Thomas Smith was a wealthy and politically active London merchant. He was confined to 
the Tower of London by Elizabeth I because of his politics, but he was released by her 
successor James I. Smith, who had served as Governor of the East India Company for 25 years, 
became a stockholder and a powerful leader of the Virginia Company, serving as the 
Company’s treasurer and as its manager for twelve years. 

By 1618, Smith had great influence over life in the Jamestown Colony. In 1623, his enemies, in 
a move to grab power, charged him with misusing Company money. The charges were not 
proven during the court hearing and Smith was dismissed. There is no further record of his 
activities. 

Whittaker Island Road and Whittaker Close. 

Jabez Whittaker was placed in charge of indentured servants at the Company Land in James 
City by The Virginia Company in 1619. His reports to the Company give a picture of the 
colonists’ first effort to farm the Company Land near the mouth of the Chickahominy River for 
profit. The reports contain details about ship arrivals, the livestock, the supplies, the 
indentured servants and their fitness to work, the equipment, weapons, and tools. 



Whittaker wrote that he built a guest house 40 feet long and 20 feet wide to provide respite 
for the men after their long sea journey from England. It also served as a quarantine area to 
protect the colonists from sickness brought ashore by indentured servants. He told of a 
woman who washed clothes and kept the house clean, and of building “ a little room for ye 
surgeon that he may be ever neere and helpful.” In the spring of 1621, Whittaker also wrote of 
a successful tobacco crop and thriving cattle, of planting grape vines, and of having four car-
penters, three sawyers, two smiths, and three tailors. 

This settlement dissolved with the 1622 massacre. Whittaker moved to Elizabeth City in 1624, 
and he and his wife Mary returned to England in 1625. 

Lawnes Creek 

Captain Christopher Lawne, a member of the House of Burgesses, was granted land in Virginia 
in 1618. He established his plantation in Surry with 100 “emigrants,” calling it Lawne’s 
Plantation. His property was adjacent to the present day Chippokes Park. 

Lawne died within two years of starting his plantation. In 1620, his property was renamed Isle 
of Wight Plantation. Lawne’s Creek Church is now located on part of Captain Lawne’s original 
plantation. 

Bennett’s Pond Road 

Edward Bennett was born in Somerset, England in 1578. He was an educated, prominent 
London merchant who was an active and influential member of the Virginia Company of 
London. He owned a fleet of ships that traded with Virginia. One of his principal imports was 
tobacco. 

In 1620, Bennett moved to Virginia and applied for a land patent in Isle of Wight. He was living 
there during the Indian attack of 1622. Of the approximately 347 colonists who died during 
that war, 52 were killed on Bennett's plantation. Bennett also suffered so much damage to his 
livestock, buildings, and supplies that he temporarily abandoned his property and moved to 
Jamestown for protection. When he returned to his home in 1623, he renamed it Bennett’s 
Welcome. He resumed farming corn and tobacco and provided defenses for his family and 
workers against future Indian attacks. 

Edward Bennett’s nephew, Richard Bennett, served as Governor of Virginia from 1652-1655.1 

South Freeman Road 

Bridges Freeman, a gentleman and a native of Preston Crowmarsh, Oxfordshire, England, was 
born in 1603 and arrived in Virginia in early 1624. He initially settled in Elizabeth City 
Corporation (east of Jamestown), but had moved to The Company Land in James City when he 
hired Francis Fowler in 1629 to build “three lengths of housing with a chimney and a partition.” 

                                                           
1 Jim Bennett -- Though the prevalent street naming pattern was to assign street names commemorating early 
Virginia settlers, sources from Governor’s Land Associates claim that Bennett’s Pond Road was named for Jim 
Bennett, originally of South Boston, VA. Bennett was VP and Construction Manager of GL Management, Inc. His 
relationship, if any, to the historical figure is unknown. 
 



In 1630, Freeman received a patent from the Crown for land on the east side of the 
Chickahominy’s mouth. That tract was adjacent to another he owned in partnership with 
Fowler. These tracts were part of the 3,000 acres of Company Land originally owned by the 
Virginia Company. 

Freeman was a commander of the magazine at Jamestown, served as a Burgess for Pasbahegh 
and the Chickahominy River area in the Grand Assembly of 1629-1630, and later represented 
James City County. He also served the colony as: a tobacco inspector for Sandy Point and the 
Chickahominy Parish; the region’s revenue collector in 1647; Council of State from 1650-1655; 
and as a captain and then lieutenant colonel in the local militia. 

By 1643, Freeman had extensive holdings on both sides of the Chickahominy River, and by 
1654, his 1,011 acres included most of what we know as Governor’s Land at Two Rivers. 
Freeman died sometime between 1658 and 1663. His land passed to his son and became 
known as Piney Grove Plantation.2 

Later tax records suggest that the Piney Grove land passed to partners who used the land as 
collateral for debts and subsequently lost the land to their creditors. 

Fowler’s Lake Road 

Francis Fowler was an indentured servant of the Virginia Company assigned to Captain Roger 
Smith of Surry in the mid 1620s. He received 100 acres of land and began a new life upon 
completion of his term of indenture. 

In 1629, Bridges Freeman hired him to build a house on his land on the east side of the 
Chickahominy’s mouth. He and Freeman, individually and together, patented land on both 
sides of the river’s mouth and further inland. 

By 1641, Fowler was a successful planter. He was a member of The House of Burgesses and 
served in the local militia rising to the rank of captain and then Lt. Colonel. He married Jane 
Evelyn, daughter of a gentleman instrumental in the colonizing of St. Mary’s County, Maryland. 
Fowler was dead by 1644. 

Margaret Jones Lane 

Margaret Jones was an indentured servant brought to Jamestown to cook and sew. She and 
her husband Joseph lived at Paspahegh (also spelled Pasbehay, Pasbehegh or Pasbegheh) on 
the Governor’s Land near present day First Colony. 

Margaret Jones was brought to court for beating a neighbor, John Butterfield, with a tobacco 
stalk. As she had previously been charged and convicted of adultery with her husband’s 
drinking companion, Robert Hutchison. The court imposed a harsh punishment to cool her 
fiery temper. She was tied behind a boat and towed across the James River and back again. 

                                                           

2 Pine Forests – Within the boundaries of Freeman’s land was a forested area referred to as The Woodyard. 
References also refer to the land as Piney Woods and Piney Point, suggesting that the woodlands were pine. 
 



Jamestown Council and court records of October 1624 tell of the trial of Margaret Jones. Had 
she not been a rabble rouser, there would be no record of her. 

Planters Round 

The Ancient Planter was the term coined in the 18th century to reference the early 17th 
century men and women who traveled to Virginia at their own expense. Though they were not 
indentured, ancient planters were under contract with Jamestown to live in the settlement 
and work for three years as farmers. At the end of their contract, each was granted 100 acres 
of land. 

Ann Johnson Lane 

Ann Johnson was born in Jamestown in the early 1600s. Her father, John Johnson, was an 
Ancient Planter who patented 100 acres of land at the east end of Jamestown. Ann Johnson 
added 35 acres to this property sometime after she inherited it from her father. The land was 
very valuable because it was close to the seat of the colonial government until it was moved to 
Middle Plantation (now Colonial Williamsburg) in 1699. 

Edward Travis, who came from England sometime before 1637, married Ann Johnson. He first 
patented 900 acres near Chippokes in Surry County and over his lifetime added more land. All 
of the Travis property, including his wife’s holdings, remained in the family for many 
generations. 

Elizabeth Champion Road 

Elizabeth Champion of Surry married Edward Travis II, son of Edward and Ann Johnson Travis. 
Edward Travis II continued to add to the family’s land holding, buying property in Jamestown, 
James City County, York County, and at the mouth of Queen’s Creek. A son, Edward Travis III 
married Rebecca (surname unknown) of James City County. 

Miln House Road 

John Milnhouse, a 24-year-old indentured servant of the Virginia Company, arrived in Virginia 
on the London Merchant in 1624. He was in service to Governor Yeardly on the property 
known then as The Governor’s Land. 

After his period of service ended, Milnhouse continued to farm the Governor’s property. He 
and others sought permission from the Governor to move because of “the barrenness of the 
land,” but for some reason he never left. He died on the Governor’s Land, but the date was not 
recorded. 

John Vaughan Road 

John Vaughan was an indentured servant of the Virginia Company assigned to Ensign Thomas 
Savage. When Vaughn finished his service, he received 100 acres of land and became a 
respected land owner and planter. 

Barret’s Pointe Road 



William Barrett was an independent boatwright at Jamestown. In 1644, he was elected to the 
House of Burgesses, and sometime around 1690, the Barrett family patented acreage that lay 
inland from Bridges Freeman’s property, Piney Grove Plantation. 

During the early 18th century, the ferry which had operated on the Chickahominy from Bridges 
Freeman’s property was moved inland to Barrett’s property. A trail, identified as The 
Chickahominy Path, led from Freeman’s property (now Governor’s Land) to the ferry. This trail 
was the forerunner of Route 5. 

The Barrett family ran the ferry for many years. In 1813, it was still owned by a descendent, 
William Barrett who held the position of sheriff in James City County. As late as 1932, Barretts 
Ferry was still in operation. In 1939, a bridge was built to replace the ferry. 

Nathaniel’s Green, Nathaniel’s Run, and Nathaniel’s Close 

Nathaniel was a common name in the colonies. Our roads could have been named for 
Nathaniel Piggot or Nathaniel Bacon. We know that Nathaniel Piggott was a wealthy farmer 
who owned land adjacent to present day Governor’s Land, but very little else is said about 
him. Nathaniel Bacon was born in 1647 in England. He immigrated to Virginia and became a 
member of Governor Sir William Berkeley’s Council of 1665. 

At that time, the Governor was extremely unpopular. Virginia’s tobacco planters resented the 
imposition of the English Navigation Acts of 1660 and 1663, which collected heavy duties on 
tobacco trade with Britain. The colonists were also angry because they were suffering losses 
due to the Indians’ hostilities. 

The settlers were further enraged when Berkeley’s solution to their plight was to erect forts 
and impose taxes to pay for them. To pacify them, Berkeley allowed Bacon to lead several 
expeditions against the Indians. Though Berkeley eventually ordered Bacon home, Bacon 
demanded that Berkeley repay him with a commission to continue fighting. The two men 
bickered for many months. On several occasions Berkeley relented, then retracted his position. 
Berkeley had Bacon arrested, and then released him. He gave him a commission, and then 
withdrew it. Meanwhile, Bacon gained support. He drove Berkeley from Jamestown, and 
burned the town. Bacon died of a fever on October 16, 1676. Tradition has it that stones were 
added to his coffin, and it was sunk in the York River. 

John Hancock Road 

John Hancock was born in Braintree, Massachusetts on January 23, 1737. The son of a 
clergyman, he attended Harvard University in 1754 and became a wealthy and successful New 
England merchant. He was elected to the Massachusetts General Court in 1769, and was 
leader of the Boston Patriotic Committee. He also served as President of the Massachusetts 
Provincial Congress from 

1775 he was elected to the Second Continental Congress and became its president two weeks 
after taking office. He served for three years. Hancock served as Governor of Massachusetts 
for most of the period from 1780 until he died in 1793. He is perhaps best known as the first 
person to sign the Declaration of Independence, which he did front and center with a large 
flourish. 



Travis Pond Road 

Champion Travis, a descendent of Edward and Anne Johnson Travis, was born to wealth and 
prominence in Virginia. He married Elizabeth Boush with whom he had six children and 
inherited Piney Grove Plantation from his father. 

Travis held the offices of county justice and sheriff, and he was a member of the Williamsburg 
Masonic Lodge. He served in the House of Burgesses, was a participant in the 1774 and 1775 
conventions, was a Colonel in the Virginia State Regiment, and was appointed a naval 
commissioner in 1776. Travis lost his wealth during the Revolution and its aftermath, and he 
sold Piney Grove Plantation to Francis Whittle of Norfolk in 1801. Champion Travis died around 
1816. 

Whittle’s Wood Road 

Francis M. Whittle, a resident of Norfolk, purchased Piney Grove Plantation from Champion 
Travis in 1801. He and his son, Conway, moved to James City with one slave. They did well, and 
by 1802 Conway had six slaves and livestock and was managing Piney Grove for his father. 

Conway, who married Chloe Tyler of Williamsburg, inherited his father’s property and sold it to 
Hezekiah Kitchum and the Adams brothers in 1818. 

Kitchum’s Pond 

Hezekiah Kitchum, and his partners John and Samuel Adams, all of Richmond, bought Piney 
Grove Plantation in 1818 from Conway Whittle, Mary Neale, and Francis Binns, the heirs of 
the former owner Francis M. Whittle. 

The Kitchum partnership divided the property into thirds and leased it to sharecroppers. Few 
improvements were made to the land for approximately 30 years. The tax records for 1821-
1848 show the only taxable items as, “structures worth $75” on the eastern two thirds of the 
tract, and a building worth $25 which stood on the western third. By 1838, title to the 
plantation had been transferred. Two thirds went back to Conway Whittle. The remaining third 
was transferred to the President of the United States Bank. 

Wythe Hamlet 

George Wythe was born in 1726 into a prominent Virginia family in Elizabeth City County. He 
spent his childhood on a plantation that is now the site of Langley Air Force Base In Hampton. 

Wythe became one of the foremost legal authorities of the Revolutionary period. He was one of 
Thomas Jefferson’s teachers, and in 1770 was one of the first Professors of Law appointed to 
the College of William and Mary. 

Wythe served as Chancellor of Virginia, Clerk of the House of Burgesses, Mayor of 
Williamsburg, and signed the Declaration of Independence. He also served as a member of 
the committee to design Virginia’s state seal. 

In 1755, Wythe married Elizabeth Taliaferro of Powhatan Plantation. His father-in-law, Richard 
Taliaferro, was a master architect who built the house at Powhatan Plantation, renovated 
the Governor’s Palace, and built the Wythe House in Williamsburg, which is one of the few 



buildings in Colonial Williamsburg that survives in its original form. Wythe was poisoned by his 
grand nephew and died in Richmond in 1806. 

Harpers Mill and Moses Harper Roads 

The original spelling of Harper was Harrell. It is unclear how the spelling of Harrell was changed. 
Handwritten records could have been misread or the Post Office may have made a mistake 
that was perpetuated. 

Moses Harrell, a real estate speculator, bought Piney Grove in 1849. He was one of the few 
property owners from 1700 to 1917 who lived on the land. He maintained about 30 slaves 
and increased the value of the land by introducing new farming techniques.  

In 1861 when the Civil War broke out, Harrell moved to Williamsburg. During the war, the 
Union Army crossed the Chickahominy at Barrett’s Ferry, marched toward Williamsburg, and 
despite defensive efforts by the Confederate forces, took the entire Virginia peninsula. The war 
left Harrell in dire financial straits. In 1870, unable to pay his creditors, he lost the Piney Grove 
property. 

Ironically, the new owners also defaulted on their debt, and Harrell, with a partner, 
repurchased the plantation at auction. His fortunes continued to improve, and in 1876 he 
bought Kingsmill Plantation. He never moved back to Piney Grove, but continued to live in 
Williamsburg until his death. 

Old Woods Court 

Old Woods Court was the name of the original road leading into Piney Grove Plantation 
from the river road (now Route Five) to Barrett’s Ferry. The road was located at the 
approximate location of the construction road into our development. It extended through the 
area now called Harpers Mill Road and continued along the route of the present day Two 
Rivers Road to almost where the Two Rivers Country Club is today. 

Middle Woodland Close 

The Middle Woodland Period in coastal Virginia extended from 500 BC to 1000 AD. In this 
period, Native Americans increasingly relied on horticulture and began to live in communities 
along the coast where they hunted, gathered, and planted. As populations increased, they 
formed tribes and cultivated corn, beans, and grains. The Late Woodland Period ended in 1607. 

Woodland is the name for the prehistoric cultures of eastern North America from the first 
millennium BC. Characterized by settlement patterns, and the use of stone and ceramic 
materials, it is divided into three periods — early, middle, and late. 

Streets with No Historic Connection 

Marketing Names 

Some of the roads in The Governor’s Land were assigned marketing names. These streets are: 
Hearthstone, Founder’s Way, Founder’s Hill North and South, Harbor Road, River Oaks Road, 
River Ridge Road, West Island Road, East Island Road, Parkside Lane, Sanctuary Drive, River 
Reach, and Two Rivers Road. 



Horne’s Lake Road 

Douglas R. Horne of Washington, D.C. was hired in 1989 by the Williamsburg Group to design 
a master plan for The Governor’s Land. Horne’s firm, known for environmentally sensitive 
design, was the principal consultant. 

Katherine Shaye Lane 

Katherine Shaye is the granddaughter of Sam Jantzen, the builder/developer of Country Club 
Villas on Barret’s Pointe Road. 
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